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wealths try to redress these evils by revising the law
of marriage. But the Catholic Church cannot admit
that a law, which it holds was divinely ordained, can
ever be changed in the light of experience. Man
could never discover for himself what was right or
wrong in this matter; so the truth was revealed by
God and ordained as a law which may not be
changed.
It is of such claims that I use the word 'authority'
in this chapter. I am fully aware that many beliefs
upon which I act are based on 'authority', in another
sense of the word. I try to be clean partly because I
believe that disease is due to bacteria too small for
the eye to see. To verify this belief I should have to
work in a laboratory. I have not had time for such
work and am satisfied to accept the teaching of
biologists, who have spent their lives at the micro-
scope. Most of the English people believe in the rule
of law for similar reasons. They have had no leisure
for the special studies which enable a few of us to say
why we think that the rule of law is essential to
human welfare. But whenever men come to believe
that they know truths about life, which God has re-
vealed by supernatural means at definite historical
dates because men could never discover those truths
for themselves, another situation arises. If all men
could hold that belief in identical form the whole of
human society would be organised in one church and
state. Church and the state would be one and the
same, and would take the form of a universal auto-
cracy. The ideal of the Catholic Church would be
realised. In practice this has not happened and will
not happen. Various bodies hold various beliefs,
which they each believe are divinely inspired. Such
bodies are always in tacit conflict, which may break
into open and physical conflict. Such bodies must
come into conflict with states based on the principle of
the infinite duty of each of its members to all.

